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S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Charlie Simmons, founder, design principal, and Colby Mattson, Assoc. AIA, partner, Charlie & Co. Design

Kurt Baum, principal architect and founder, Kurt Baum & Associates 
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“Just about every client has a bent 
toward some architectural style,” 

says Kurt Baum, AIA, principal of Kurt 
Baum & Associates. “Whether it’s tradi-
tional, contemporary, or a blend, my job 
is to embrace and immerse myself into 
the style aesthetics, lifestyle, and dreams 
of my clients.” 

Renee LeJeune Hallberg, Allied ASID, 
interior designer and owner of RLH Studio, 
along with her husband, envisioned an 
elegant Hampton-style home in Wayzata 
filled with windows and beautiful millwork. 

“I showed Kurt my ‘dream home’ board 
on Pinterest to give him an idea of our 

style,” says Hallberg. “One week later, he 
showed me an elevation of the exterior of 
the home he proposed for us. He perfectly 
captured our vision.”   

She loves that their home is awash in 
natural sunlight, and describes the millwork 
as elegant in its simplicity and flawless in its 
dimensions. “Kurt is an attentive listener 

and a thoughtful designer,” she comments. 
“His attention to detail is superb.” 

Architecture is space and light, form 
and function, but it’s also a way of living. 
According to Baum, “Designing environ-
ments that support or enhance our clients’ 
everyday lives is the most important aspect 
of what we do.”     

Kurt Baum & 
Associates

kurtbaumassociates.com
952-426-1932

Located atop a hill on a picturesque tree-
lined cobblestone street, this modern 

interpretation of an English Tudor fits right 
in with neighboring 100-year-old homes 
as if it’s been part of the neighborhood all 
along. Making sure the home was in char-
acter with the Crocus Hill neighborhood 
was a critical component to this project. 

“We create homes devoted to a modern 
lifestyle while being mindful of history and 
tradition,” says Charlie Simmons, princi-
pal, Charlie & Co. Design. “We’re known 
for successfully blending modern and 
traditional aesthetics.”   

This resonates with homeowners, as 
does the team’s ability to integrate natural 
and built environments, present innovative 
design concepts, and work closely with 
local builders to perfect every detail (this 
particular home, a collaboration between 

Charlie & Co. Design and builder Detail 
Homes, was showcased on the Midwest 
Home Luxury Home Tour).

The exterior has an Old World charm, 
while the sunny and open interior, featur-

ing sculpted and curved walls, a recessed 
cooking hearth, cantilevered eating nook, 
and three-story stair tower—complete with 
floating staircase—is perfect for today’s 
modern sensibilities. 

Charlie & 
Co. Design

charlieandcodesign.com
612-333-2246
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